
11/20/22 Deacon Richard Ashburn 

The Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe  

 

 

                                     Our Glorious King of kings 

 

   Our Scripture readings today celebrate the Solemnity of our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the 

Universe. As children, we learn about kings through the playing of games, childhood stories, 

Bible stories, and the study of world history. Most of us can recall playing "king of the hill" as 

children, reading accounts of King Arthur and his knights of the round table, biblical stories 

about King David and King Solomon, and historical accounts of other kings such as the Caesars 

during the Roman empire, Alexander the Great, Henry the eighth, Louis the 14th, and King 

Charles, among others. 

 

   Kings, by virtue of their privileged status, share certain common attributes, among which are 

wealth, possessions, power, prestige, and pleasures. These are attributes desired by many of us, 

and are not necessarily to be deemed unworthy of our attention or desire. However, because we 

are all sinners, these attributes can become distractions and even idols, and can lead to the 

spiritual and societal downfall of even those who strive to live virtuous lives. Recall the 

transgressions of King David, which included adultery after his seduction of Bathsheba and 

David's subsequent treachery In the orchestration of the death of her husband Uriah so as to 

conceal his sin. Recall the sin of King Solomon, who violated God's directives to forego taking 

foreign wives and the worshipping of pagan gods. And recall the infidelity of the soon to be 

coronated Charles of England. These earthly kings share, as do you and I, the attributes of a 

human nature and, consequently, an inclination to submitting to the allure of sin. 

 

   Today we celebrate the Feast of Christ the King, Whom we acknowledge as the King of kings. 

This Solemnity was established by Pope Pius XI in 1925 and, later, after the Second Vatican 

Council, was placed at the close of the liturgical year. Although a King throughout His earthly 

life, Jesus was recognized as such by few before His death and Resurrection. Born into a humble 

family of modest means, Jesus maintained a life of relative poverty, claiming no significant 

material possessions. Adopting a simple lifestyle, He did not indulge in the material and physical 

pleasures of this world. An itinerant and peace-loving preacher, He did not wield the power of a 

military warrior or a political power-broker. Although well versed in the Jewish faith and 

tradition, He possessed no formal credentials, certificates, or degrees which might earn Him a 

prominent place among the Jewish elite (e.g., the scribes and Pharisees). 

 

   Despite His humble background and lineage, Jesus was given enormous power by His 

Heavenly Father, power unlike that wielded by any other king. His obedience to the will of the 

One Who sent Him allowed Christ to perform signs the likes of which were unknown to his 

contemporaries, and which no other king had the power to perform. Changing water into wine, 

calming stormy seas, walking on water, multiplying loaves and fishes, curing physical and 

mental illnesses, restoring life to the dead, forgiving sins, bringing the kingdom of God to 

mankind, and Himself rising from death are unique attributes of the King before Whom we kneel 

and offer worship. 

 



   Our Old Testament reading this morning recalls the anointing of David as king of Israel. You 

may recall that prior to his becoming a great warrior and subsequently king, David worked as a 

shepherd. Ironically, Jesus, whose genealogy extends from the line of David, is a King Who 

becomes mankind's Good Shepherd. 

 

   Our New Testament reading from Saint Paul's letter to the Colossians is a beautiful hymn of 

praise of Christ's dignity as God and as man. Paul, who was not a contemporary of Jesus and 

who persecuted the early Christians after the death and Resurrection of Christ, emerged from his 

darkness as a result of his encounter with Jesus on the road to Damascus. The Light of Christ 

paradoxically blinded Paul, deepening his darkness, but in three days he regained visual clarity 

and was graced with a new spiritual clarity. Paul's canticle beautifully describes the linkage of 

Jesus' human and divine natures, His total pre-eminence over all creation, and His perfect 

reflection of the divine nature of His Father. Though not having been with Jesus during his three 

years of public ministry, Paul, through the grace of Jesus and the power of the Holy Spirit, 

nonetheless came to be a powerful, zealous, and well-traveled apostle and evangelist of the King 

of kings. 

 

   Today's Gospel reading from Luke closes the liturgical year, and this Feast of Christ the King 

is the culmination of Ordinary Time. The theme of Christ the King is chosen for a reason. The 

thief who recognizes Christ as Lord, and who seeks Jesus' pardon, hears these words uttered by 

Jesus on the altar of the cross, words which drown the sins of the world in the infinite ocean of 

His divine mercy: "Amen, I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise." On the last day 

of your life, that is what you will hear from Jesus if you can at that time confess from your heart 

the first, earliest, shortest, and most essential of all the creeds in Christian history, the three-word 

confession that St. Paul mentions more than once in his writings: "Jesus is Lord."  If He is your 

King, too, you will reign with Him. His supreme triumph will be your triumph. If you make 

room for Him on the throne of your life, He will make room for you on His throne in heaven. 

You will share His kingship, His triumph, and His glory.  

 

   Do you think that that's just too idealistic, too extreme, too much to be practical? Jesus, the 

most practical man who ever lived, once uttered the most practical sentence anyone ever spoke, 

when He said, "What profit is there for one to gain the whole world and forfeit his life?" Christ is 

the King, the King of kings. If he is your King, your life will have been infinitely worth living. 

Amen.                     


